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mined in conjunction with the Marechal de Besons to
speak to him tipon the subject, and to propose the
only means by which he could hope to bring about a
change in his position. He considered some time, and
then giving me encouragement to proceed, I entered at
some length upon the proposal I had to make to him,
and left him evidently affected by what I had said,
when I thought I had for the time gone far enough.

The next day, Thursday, January 2nd, Besons, to
whom I had written, joined me; and after I had com-
municated to him what had passed the previous even-
ing, we hastened to M. d'Orleans. He received us
well, and we at once commenced an attack. In order
to aid my purpose as much as possible, I repeated to
M. d'Orleans, at this meeting, the odious reports that
were in circulation against him, viz., that he intended
to repudiate his wife forced upon him by the King,
in order to marry the Queen Dowager of Spain, and by
means of her gold to open up a path for himself to the
Spanish throne; that he intended to wait for his new
wife's death, and then marry Madame d'Argenton, to
whom the genii had promised a throne; and I added,
that it was very fortunate that the Duchesse d'Orleans
had safely passed through the dangers of her confine-
ment, for already some wretches had begun to spread
the saying, that he was not the son of Monsieur for
nothing. (An allusion to the death of Henriette
d'Angleterre.)

On hearing these words, the Duke was seized with a
terror that cannot be described, and at the same time
with a grief that is above expression. I took advan-
tage of the effect my discourse had had upon him, to